AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Sept. 16

of historic nature, you won’t be around to
see the effects of your decisions. And I
said that when I work the ropelines, a lot
of people come and say, “Mr. President,
I'm praying for you”—a lot. As a matter
of fact, it seems like a lot more now than
when I was working ropelines in 1994. And
I asked them—I was asking their opinion
about whether or not there was a “Third
Awakening,” I called it.

I'd just read a book on Abraham Lincoln,
and his Presidency was right around the
time of what they called the Second Awak-
ening, and I was curious to know whether
or not these smart people felt like there
was any historical parallels. I also said that
I had run for office the first time to change
a culture—Herman and Hutch remember
me saying, you know, the culture that said,
“If it feels good, do it, and if you've got
a problem, blame somebody else”—to help-
ing to work change a culture in which each
of us are responsible for the decisions we
make in life. In other words, ushering in
a responsibility era. And I reminded people
that responsibility means, if you're a father,
love your child; or if youre corporate
America, be honest with the taxpayers; if
youre a citizen of this country, love your
neighbor.

And so I was wondering out loud with
them. It seems like to me that something
is happening in the religious life of Amer-
ica. But I'm not a very good focus group
either. I'm encapsulated here. I'm able to
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Good morning. On Monday I visited
New York, Pennsylvania, and the Pentagon
to attend memorials marking the fifth anni-
versary of the 9/11 attacks. It was an emo-
tional day for me and for our country. On
that day, we remembered those who lost
their lives, and we paid tribute to those

see a lot of people, and from my perspec-
tive, people are coming to say, “I'm praying
for you.” And it’s an uplifting part of being
the President; it inspires me. And I'm
grateful that a fellow citizen would say a
prayer for me and Laura.

Anyway, thank you all very much.

NoTE: The President’s news conference
began at 11:15 a.m. in the Rose Garden at
the White House. In his remarks, he referred
to Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, senior Al
Qaida leader responsible for planning the
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who
was captured in Pakistan on March 1, 2003;
Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative
suspected of helping to plan the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was captured
in Karachi, Pakistan, on September 11, 2002;
Abu Zubaydah, a leader of the Al Qaida ter-
rorist organization, who was captured in
Faisalabad, Pakistan, on March 28, 2002;
U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad;
Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force—
Iraq; Gen. John P. Abizaid, USA, com-
mander, U.S. Central Command; Usama bin
Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist orga-
nization; and President Pervez Musharraf of
Pakistan. The President also referred to H.R.
6054, the “Military Commissions Act of
2006,” and S. 2455 and S. 3874, both con-
cerning the terrorist surveillance program. A
reporter referred to Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki of Iraq.

who gave their lives so that others might
live. We rededicated ourselves to protecting
the American people from another attack.

Next week I will return to New York,
where I will address the United Nations
General Assembly. I look forward to talking
to the world leaders gathered there about
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our obligation to defend civilization and
how we must work together to support the
forces of freedom and moderation through-
out the Middle East.

As we work with the international com-
munity to defeat the terrorists and extrem-
ists, we must also provide our military and
intelligence professionals the tools they
need to keep our country safe. Congress
is considering two vital pieces of legislation
to help us do just that. My administration
is working closely with members of both
parties to pass these bills.

The first bill would allow us to use mili-
tary commissions to try suspected terrorists
for war crimes. We need this legislation
because the Supreme Court has ruled that
military commissions must be explicitly au-
thorized by Congress.

Recently I announced that 14 suspected
terrorists, including Khalid Sheikh Moham-
med, the man believed to be the master-
mind of the 9/11 attacks, had been trans-
ferred to Guantanamo Bay. As soon as
Congress acts to authorize the military
commissions I have proposed, the men our
intelligence agencies believed helped or-
chestrate the deaths of nearly 3,000 Ameri-
cans on September the 11th, 2001, can face
justice.

This bill will also provide clear rules for
our personnel involved in detaining and
questioning captured terrorists. The infor-
mation the Central Intelligence Agency has
obtained by questioning men like Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed has helped disrupt ter-
rorist plots, including planned strikes inside
the United States and on a U.S. Marine
base in east Africa, an American consulate
in Pakistan, and Britain’s Heathrow Airport.
This CIA program has saved American lives
and the lives of people in other countries.

Unfortunately, the recent Supreme Court
decision put the future of this program in
question, and we need this legislation to
save it. There is debate about the specific
proposals in this bill, and my administration
will work with Congress to find common
ground. I have one test for this legislation:
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The intelligence community must be able
to tell me that the bill Congress sends to
my desk will allow this vital program to
continue.

The second bill before Congress would
modernize our electronic surveillance laws
and provide additional authority for the ter-
rorist surveillance program. I authorized
the National Security Agency to operate
this vital program in response to the 9/
11 attacks. It allows us to quickly monitor
terrorist communications between someone
overseas and someone in America. It has
helped detect and prevent terrorist attacks
on our own country. The principle behind
this program is clear: When Al Qaida
operatives are calling into or out of our
country, we need to know who they are
calling, why they are calling, and what they
are planning.

Both these bills are essential to winning
the war on terror, so we will work with
legislators from both sides of the aisle to
get them passed. By passing these critical
bills, we will bring terrorists to justice, con-
tinue collecting vital intelligence from cap-
tured terrorists in a lawful way, and mon-
itor terrorist communications, so we can
stop new attacks on our Nation.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m.
on September 15 in the Cabinet Room at
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m.
on September 16. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on September 15 but was embargoed for re-
lease until the broadcast. In his address, the
President referred to Khalid Sheikh Moham-
med, senior Al Qaida leader responsible for
planning the September 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks, who was captured in Pakistan on
March 1, 2003. He also referred to H.R.
6054, the “Military Commissions Act of
2006,” and S. 2455 and S. 3874, both con-
cerning the terrorist surveillance program.
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this
address.
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Remarks at the White House Conference on Global Literacy in New York

City
September 18, 2006

Thank you all. Thank you for attending
this important conference. I look around
the room and see some familiar faces—
my mother. [Laughter] How are you doing?
It's good to see you; my mother-in-law.
[Laughter] Both of these ladies have in-
stilled a great passion for literacy not only
in Laura and me but for others around
our country. Thank you all for coming.
Laura, thank you for your leadership.

Laura believes strongly in the power of
literacy to change societies, and that’s really
what we’re here to talk about. The capacity
of—the simple act of teaching a child to
read or an adult to read has the capacity
to transform nations and yield the peace
we all want.

So I want to thank you for being here.
I particularly want to thank the First Ladies
who are here and the ministers from dif-
ferent Governments around the world.
We're really proud you've taken time to
join us here today.

As you probably can tell, our Govern-
ment takes this initiative seriously. After all,
we've got the Secretary of State,
Condoleezza Rice, and the Secretary of
Education, Margaret Spellings, both here.
It should say to people loud and clear that
when you combine the resources of the
Department of Education and the State
Department, that we're serious about help-
ing global literacy. And then we've added
Randy Tobias, who’s the head of USAID.
He’s the fellow who's got the responsibility
of handing out some money—[laughter]—
which is what we’re doing because we be-
lieve strongly in this initiative. So I want
to thank you all for taking time out of your
busy schedules to send a clear message to
folks.

I want to thank Mr. Matsuura of
UNESCO. Thank you very much for serv-
ing. Thanks for leading this vital organiza-

tion. We want to work with you. And I
see you're sitting next to one of my great
friends—the Ambassador, Karen Hughes, is
here as well.

I want to thank Paul LeClerc of the—
of this fantastic library. Isn’t this a wonder-
ful place to meet? Obviously, it makes
sense to meet in a library if you're going
to talk about literacy. It’s really one of the
most special spots here in New York. And
I also want to thank Catie Marron for al-
lowing us to use this facility. She’s the
chairman of the board, and Paul, of course,
is the president and CEO of the New York
Public Library.

I want to thank those who have partici-
pated in panels. I had the honor of meeting
some of the panelists and the panel leaders.
I met Gerri Elliott, who is a corporate vice
president of Microsoft. The reason I bring
up Gerri Elliott is because in America, we
believe that there is a combined responsi-
bility to help. We believe government has
got a vital role, but we also believe cor-
porate America and our citizens have got
a vital role to play in helping others benefit
from learning how to read. And so I want
to thank Gerri for setting such a good ex-
ample.

I call upon others in our country to un-
derstand the importance of this initiative
and to step forth. After all, a literacy initia-
tive will help spread prosperity and peace.
And that’s really why we're here at the
UNGA. T've been looking forward to com-
ing here. As you know, it’s an annual event.
Every year, I get to come. It gives me
a chance to meet with fellow leaders, and
it gives me a chance to clearly explain, the
goals of this country are to help those who
feel hopeless; the goals of this country are
to spread liberty; the goals of this country
is to enhance prosperity and peace.
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